
ADVANTAGES
SOUND WALLS CAN PROVIDE AN AUDIBLE REDUCTION
IN HIGHWAY TRAFFIC NOISE FOR THE HOMES WITHIN 
A CERTAIN DISTANCE BEHIND THE BARRIER

DISADVANTAGES
SOUND WALLS MAY ATTRACT GRAFFITI, WEEDS AND VINES

DISADVANTAGES
SOUND WALLS CAN BLOCK VIEWS, SUNLIGHT AND BREEZES,  
AND CAN MAKE A PERSON BEHIND THEM FEEL CLOSED IN

NOISE WALLS
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Inside Subway Train (New York)

Food Blender at 3 Feet

Garbage Disposal at 3 Feet
Shouting at 3 Feet

Vacuum Cleaner at 10 Feet

Normal Speech at 3 Feet

Large Business Office

Dishwasher Next Room

Small Theater, Large Conference Room
(Background)

Library

Bedroom at Night

Concert Hall (Background)

Broadcast and Recording Studio

Threshold of Hearing

Commercial Jet Flyover at 1000 Feet

Gas Lawn Mower at 3 Feet

Diesel Truck at 50 Feet 

Concrete Mixer at 50 Feet

Air Compressor at 50 Feet

Lawn Tiller at 50 Feet

Quiet Urban Daytime

Quiet Urban Nighttime

Quiet Suburban Nighttime

Quiet Rural Nighttime

Existing Noise Level 
[75dB(A)]

Typical Suburban Area
Background Noise 
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Noise Level after 
Sound Walls

[68dB(A)]


