Virtual Incident Management Training Workshop
Doubletree, 16625 Swingley Ridge Road, Chesterfield, MO
September 26, 2012
2:45 - 4:30 pm

As part of the September 25-26 Missouri Operations Summit, Michael L. Pack, the
Director of the Center for Advanced Transportation Technology Laboratory (CATT) at
the University of Maryland, will host a Virtual Incident Management Training Workshop
at 2:45 — 4:30 p.m. on Wednesday, September 26th.

Training of traffic control personnel, emergency management personnel, and first-
responders is a critical element in effectively managing the consequences of road
construction, traffic incidents, natural disasters, acts of terrorism, and other large-scale
emergencies. There is no substitute for hands-on real life training. However, the high
training cost, with the sheer number of first responders, poses a significant challenge to
consistently providing realistic team-based training.

In collaboration with the 1-95 Corridor Coalition, CATT Lab has developed a three-
dimensional, massively multiplayer training environment that will be a comprehensive
training tool for the 1-95 Corridor Coalition. It is a low-cost high-impact alternative for
training traffic management personnel and first-responders to better respond to
incidents. The system was built to simulate a realistic, interactive, and collaborative
training environment, with highly customizable training scenarios. Trainers could setup
incident scenes, ranging from a simple fender bender to complex hazmat fatalities
situations, in a matter of minutes.

This system was built on top of a commercial gaming engine with heavy custom
modification. It was tailored for a wide audience ranging from the avid gamer to the
computer novice. Significant research and development has been directed toward
usability, network optimization, and artificial intelligence, including dynamic traffic and
fire simulations. The system is being used today as a low-cost high-impact alternative to
train select field officials in the 1-95 Corridor Coalition states.

This session will give an overview of this innovative program and include a live demo of
the software.

If you are interested in attending this workshop only and not registering for the Summit,
RSVP by emailing Kathy Shikles at Kathy.Shikles@modot.mo.gov with your name and
agency name.




