
MoDOT Minute – Dec. 15 
 
Hi.  This is Sally Oxenhandler with your MoDOT Minute. 
 
MoDOT, Amtrak and Union Pacific officials dedicated a new, 9,000-foot railroad side 
track near California, Mo. on Dec. 8.  The new siding helps unclog a major "bottleneck" 
that was caused by a 25-mile stretch of single track.  The siding enables slower freight 
trains to move off the main line, allowing faster Amtrak trains to pass.  The new line is 
estimated to reduce passenger train delays by nearly 17 percent a year. 

Looking for the perfect holiday gift for that friend who has everything? Give the gift of a 
safe lift.  Send a Designated Driver Gift Card that lets you serve as their sober driver to 
ensure they make it home safely.  The gift cards, distributed by the Missouri Coalition for 
Roadway Safety, can be sent electronically at www.saveMOlives.com. When sent online, 
the recipients are asked to return the favor. 

That’s been your MoDOT Minute.  Remember to check back every Tuesday for new 
information. 


