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September 21, 1959 tests to qualify for C&I area 
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• None of the Tollways built with federal aid
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• So, if ISHTA complies with the 1965 Act but 

violates the Bonus Act and Bonus Agreements, 
what is the penalty?  
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within their Tollway oases.
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• Six oases built directly over the Interstate they 
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• What’s the purpose of these signs?
• If they’re indoor commercial advertising signs, 

are they subject to control?
• Background on indoor advertising in Illinois.
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• Tri-vision sign inside retail store immediately adjacent to 
state Route 2 (on FAP system June 21, 1991)

• Advertises off-premise products/activities
• IDOT issued a 30-day illegal notice in March of 2004 

because sign owner did not apply for a permit and the 
sign was a tri-vision (illegal in 2004.)

• Owner of sign appealed and claimed that sign was not 
“outdoor advertising” under Illinois law

• IDOT Chief Counsel’s office turned matter over to the 
State Attorney General.  No opinion to date.  Not tested 
in courts to date.

• IDOT requested FHWA legal opinion on applicability of 
1965 Beautification Act
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• FHWA Chief Counsel’s office memorandum of March 25, 
2005

• Does “outdoor” in the law and regulations modify all of 
the terms succeeding it (outdoor advertising sign, 
outdoor display, etc.) or does it describe a business, 
outdoor advertising, that can use various formats to 
reach an audience?  The FHWA memorandum 
suggested the latter.

• To date we have this informal, legal opinion that under 
federal and state outdoor advertising control laws, the 
1965 Act and the Illinois 1971 Act both apply to indoor 
signs if the intent of the sign is to be read from the 
controlled route/highway.  
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must be addressed.  What is their current legal 
status?  And this must be addressed before any 
permits can be issued by IDOT for any oases 
CEVMS signs in proposed oases locations. 

• To date, ISHTA has not formally applied to IDOT 
for CEVMS sign permits.
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