
 

 

 

 

 

KANSAS CITY SMARTPORT INTELLIGENT TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM INTEGRATION 

PROJECT TRADE DATA EXCHANGE PHASE III 

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS (RFQ) 

 

 
The Mid – America Regional Council (MARC), the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for the bi-state Kansas 

City metropolitan area is soliciting proposals from qualified public/private organizations to conduct public engagement 

activities to assist in regional freight planning.   

 

Freight transportation issues are important considerations in the metropolitan transportation planning process. 

Input from a variety of public and private sector stakeholders and the general public must be considered to 

successfully integrate freight planning into regional transportation decision-making processes. MARC is 

soliciting firms that can provide stakeholder engagement services that will help identify private-sector freight 

stakeholders, facilitate discussion of freight-related transportation issues, and act as a conduit between the 

freight community and the public planning process. The selected firm will assist MARC and other public 

agencies to gain access to the freight community to help make informed decisions regarding freight planning for 

the Kansas City metro area. 

 

Any contractor chosen will be required to follow the MoDOT Local Public Agency (LPA) manual.  If the 

chosen firm does not have an audited overhead rate, then the selected firm must work with MoDOT to review 

all overhead charges before MoDOT will accept the consultant agreement and obligate funds. MARC will 

proceed with solicitation, interviews and negotiations while an audit is being conducted and/or reviewed.   

 

It is required that your firm’s Statement of Qualification (RSMo 8.285 through 8.291) and an Affidavit of 

Compliance with the federal work authorization program along with a copy of your firm’s E-Verify 

Memorandum of Understanding (15 CSR 60-15.020) be submitted with your firm’s Letter of Interest.  There is 

no Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) goal associated with this project.   

 

Interested firms may send (mail, fax, or e-mail) the Non Disclosure Agreement to the project’s Project Manager 

(provided below) or for additional information please follow the link http://www.marc.org/rfp.htm  to the 

MARC website or contact: 

 

Darryl Fields, Project Manager 

Mid America Regional Council 

600 Broadway, Ste. 200 

Kansas City, MO 64105 

Phone: 816 – 474 – 4240 

Fax: 816 – 421- 7758 

dfields@marc.org 

 

 

http://www.marc.org/rfp.htm
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A. PURPOSE 

 
The Mid – America Regional Council (MARC), the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) 

for the bi-state Kansas City metropolitan area is soliciting proposals from qualified public/private 

organizations to conduct public engagement activities to assist in regional freight planning.   

 

Freight transportation issues are important considerations in the metropolitan 

transportation planning process. Input from a variety of public and private sector 

stakeholders and the general public must be considered to successfully integrate freight 

planning into regional transportation decision-making processes. MARC is soliciting 

firms that can provide stakeholder engagement services that will help identify private-

sector freight stakeholders, facilitate discussion of freight-related transportation issues, 

and act as a conduit between the freight community and the public planning process. The 

selected firm will assist MARC and other public agencies to gain access to the freight 

community to help make informed decisions regarding freight planning for the Kansas 

City metro area. 

 

B. SERVICES REQUESTED: 

 

Task 1: Stakeholder Dialogue: 

 

The region has confirmed that dialogue with the freight community must continue and 

new channels of communication should be developed to inform and coordinate the 

transportation planning process.  Continued development of the Trade Data Exchange 

(TDE) will also benefit the region by emphasizing Kansas City’s importance in global 

supply chains.  
 
The contractor will: 
 

1. Engage the private sector to provide input into the regional transportation planning 

process.  

2. Assist in dialogue about “regional and national” freight connectivity planning 

initiatives with businesses outside the MARC region. 

3. Analysis and report on strengths and weaknesses associated to the TDE in relation 

regional/national freight planning process 

4. Develop performance matrices in association to the TDE 

 

Deliverables: 

 Presentations to the transportation and logistics industry that communicate regional 

and national freight initiatives. 

 Communication messages that recognizes the region’s freight qualities and 

achievements. 

 Assessment report of the TDE 

 TDE performance metrics 
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Task 2: Missouri River Strategies 

 

The region supports regional initiatives that focus to increase connections to other 

transportation modes, provide economic development opportunities and build community 

support to enhance commerce along the Missouri River. MARC must do its part to 

educating and demonstrating the economic and environmental benefits of active river 

commerce.  

 

The contractor will: 

 

1. Assist MARC in highlighting regional initiatives focused to increase the economic 

and environmental benefits of active river commerce. 

 

Deliverables: 

 Presentations demonstrating the economic and environmental benefits of active river 

commerce.  

 Coordination of activities and promotional efforts with the transportation and logistics 

industry associations;  

 

 

C. PROJECT TIME FRAME 

 

Project is scheduled for one year with an option to renew 

 

 

D. PROPOSAL SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS 
 

 

To be eligible for consideration four (4) electronic or mailed (prefer electronic) copies of 

the response to the RFP must be received by MARC no later than 5:00 PM Central Time, 

December 1, 2010. Late submittals will not be considered and will be returned. The 

electron message and/or envelope package should be marked “Freight Public 

Engagement”. 

 

E- Mail address: 

dfields@marc.org 

 

Mailing Address: 

Mid – America Regional Council 

600 Broadway, Suite 300 

Kansas City, MO 64105 – 1554 

Attn. Darryl Fields 

Phone (816) 474 - 4240 

Fax number (816) 421 - 7758 
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The following items must be addressed in all proposals: 

 

1. SUBMITTALS: Submittals should respond how their organization will address the 

requested services in Section B and shall included: 

 

A. The name and address of the origination, together with the name, 

telephone and fax number, and e-mail address of the primary contact 

person for purposes of this proposal 

B. A listing of all proposed subcontractors, if any. 

C. See Attachments A and B. 

 

2. QUALIFICATIONS: Proposing organization should have the following 

qualifications: 
 

A. Significant established relationships with the freight community locally, 

nationally, and internationally;  

B. A demonstrated understanding on advantages between technology and 

the national supply change;  

C. Ongoing ITS freight projects and communications between the MARC; 

its planning partners, and the freight industry; 

D. Ability to provide any MARC local match obligations; and 

E. Demonstrated knowledge of the TDE. 

 

3. CERTIFICATION REGARDING DEBARMENT: Each proposer is required to certify 

by signing the “Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, and Other 

Ineligibility and Voluntary Exclusion” (Attachment D).  “Certification Regarding 

Debarment, Suspension, and Other Ineligibility and Voluntary Exclusion” is a 

certification that the proposer is not on the U.S. Comptroller General’s 

Consolidated Lists of Persons or Firms Currently Debarred for Violations of 

Various Contracts Incorporating Labor Standards Provisions. 

 

4. CERTIFICATION REGARDING LOBBYING: See Attachment E. 

 

 

H. SELECTION PROCEDURE  

 

A short list, of not more than and no less than three (3), proposers and/or proposer teams 

will be selected on or about December 9, 2010 by MARC, after MARC and the study’s 

selection committee (if applicable) analyzes all proposal information. Short-list proposers 

should be available for interviews and/or presentations prior to the selection of a 

Contractor. The final selection of a Contractor shall occur on or about December 21, 

2010  (contingent upon approval by MARC’s Board of Directors). MARC reserves the 

right to negotiate a contract, including a scope of work, and contract price, with any 

proposers or other qualified party. 

 

This Request for Proposal does not commit MARC to award a contract, to pay any cost 

incurred in preparation of a response to this Request, or to procure or contract for services 

or supplies. MARC reserves the right to accept or reject any and all responses received as 
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a result of this Request, or cancel this Request in part or in its entirety if it is in the best 

interests of MARC to do so. Proposers shall not offer any gratuities, favors, or anything 

of monetary value to any officer, employee, agent, or director of MARC for the purpose 

of influencing favorable disposition toward either their proposal or any other proposal 

submitted as a result of the Request for Proposal. 

 

MARC reserves the right to suggest to any or all proposers to the Request for Proposals 

that such proposers form into teams of consulting firms or organizations deemed to be 

advantages to MARC in performing the Scope of Work. MARC will suggest such 

formation when such relationships appear to offer combinations of expertise or abilities 

not otherwise available. Proposers have the right to refuse to enter into any suggested 

relationships. 

 

All Proposals submitted hereunder become the exclusive property of MARC.  

 

I. PROPOSAL EVALUATION CRITERIA 

 

The proposals submitted by each Contractor, Firm, or Contractor Team, will be 

evaluated according to the following factors: 

 

A) Specialized experience and technical competence of the contractor and assigned staff 

relative to the scope of work and task requirements outlined in this RFP. 

1) Experience of the project manager 

2) Experience of the prime contractor(s) and subcontractor(s) 

3) Amount of dedicated time of key staff allocated to the project 

4) Experience of other assigned individuals 

5) Demonstrated knowledge of the TDE 

 

B) Understanding the nature of the project 

1) Ability to promote and convey new approaches and outlooks regional freight 

planning. 

2) Understanding the proposed scope of work 

3) General understanding of the regional significance of the project 

4) General organization and clarity of the proposal 

 

C) Assignment of key project staff to the study on a full time basis and/or partnering 

with a local firm, or as other working arrangements with MARC staff. 

 

D) References reflecting previous work experience of the project team and satisfactory 

accomplishment of contractor responsibilities. 

1) Quality of final product 

2) Ability to meet work schedules 

3) Responsiveness to client input 

 

E) Schedule of persons – hour commitment 

1) Total hours committed for the project manager 

2) Total person – hour commitment 

3) Project schedule and timeliness of products 
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F) DBE participation 

1) Level of DBE participation 

 

J. ON-SITE PRESENTATIONS  

 

The project selection team may require oral presentation of those firms identified on the 

proposer’s short list. Presentations well be held at MARC or a site designated by MARC. 

 

K. CONTRACT AWARD  

 

MARC will notify the selected candidate by telephone, e-mail and in writing. MARC will 

notify, in writing, the candidates who are not selected. 

 

L. PROTEST PROCEDURES 

  

In the course of this solicitation for proposals and the selection process, a proposer 

(bidder of offer or whose direct economic interest would be affected by the award of the 

contract) may file a protest when in the proposer’s opinion, actions were taken by MARC 

staff and /or the selection committee which could unfairly affect the outcome of the 

selection procedure. All protest should be in writing and directed to Mr. David Warm, 

Executive Director, Mid – America Regional Council, 600 Broadway, Suite 200 Kansas 

City, MO 64105. Protest should be made immediately upon occurrence of the incident in 

question but no later than three (3) days after the proposer receives notification of the 

outcome of the section procedure. The protest should clearly state the grounds for such a 

protest. 

 

Upon receipt of the protest, MARC’s Executive Director will review the actual 

procedures followed during the selection process and the documentation available. If it is 

determined the action(s) unfairly changed the outcome of the process, notifications with 

the selected proposer will cease until the matter is resolved.  

 

M. PROCUREMENT SCHEDULE  

 

The following is a tentative schedule for the Contractor selection process: 

 

Activities Schedule 

RFP issued November 17, 2010 

  

Proposals Due December 1, 2010 

  

Short List Announced December 9, 2010 

  

Interviews If  required December 17, 2010 

  

Selection/MARC Board Approval December 21, 2010 
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Contract Execution/ Notice to proceed TBD after contract negotiation 

Project Completion TBD after contract negotiation 

 

 

N. PROJECT BUDGET 

 

The level of funding for this project will be based on the scope of work. The final level of 

contractor funding and contract price will be negotiated between MARC and the 

contractor. 

 Period of Performance – One year with options to renew 
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ATTACHMENT A 
 
 

 

1. Complete the AFFIRMATIVE ACTION CHECKLIST Attachment B. 

 

2. Complete the CERTIFICATION REGARDING LOBBYING Attachment C. 

 

3. Complete the CERTIFICATION REGARDING DEBARMENT, SUSPENSION, 

INELIGIBILITY, AND VOLUNTARY EXCLUSION Attachment D. 

 

4. Complete the INTENT TO PERFORM AS A DISADVANTAGE BUSINESS 

ENTERPRISE (DBE) (if applicable) Attachment E. 

 
 



Freight Planning Stakeholder Engagement  
 

File location ___ ____ ___ 

                                                                                                   (Initials)     
8 

  

ATTACHMENT B 

 

 

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION CHECKLIST: 

 

Federal regulations require that any firm 50 or more employees soliciting an assisted 

federally funded contract must have an affirmative action program. If applicable, please 

provide a brief response to the following items that would typically be covered in any 

such program. You may provide a copy of your program and reference appropriate pages.  

 

1. Date plan was adopted 

 

2. Name of Affirmative Action Officer 

 

3. Statement of commitment to affirmative action by the chief executive officer 

 

4. Designation of an affirmative action officer, of assignment of specific 

responsibilities and to whom the officer reports. 

 

5. Outreach recruitment 

 

6. Job analysis and restructuring to meet affirmative action goals 

 

7. Validation and revision of examinations, educational requirements, and any other 

screening requirements. 

 

8. Upgrading and training programs 

 

9. Internal complaint procedure 

 

10. Initiating and insuring supervisory compliance with affirmative action program 

 

11. Survey and analysis of entire staff by department and job classification and 

progress report system 

 

12. Recruitment and promotion plans (including goals and time tables) 
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ATTACHMENT C 

 

Certification Regarding Debarment,  

Suspension, Ineligibility, and Voluntary Exclusion 

 

This Certification is required by the regulation implementing Executive Order 12549, 

Debarment and Suspension, 29 CFR Part 98 Section 98.510, Participants’ 

responsibilities. The Regulations are published as Part II of the June 1985, Federal 

Register (pages 33, 036-33, 043) 

 

Read instructions for Certification below prior to completing this certification. 

 

1. The prospective proposer certifies, by submission of this proposal that neither it 

nor its principals are presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, 

declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded form participating in this transaction 

by any Federal department or agency. 

 

2. Where the prospective proposer is unable to certify to any of the statements in this 

certification, such prospective proposer shall attach an explanation to this 

proposal. 

 

 

____________________   ____________________________________ 

Date      Signed – Authorized Representative 

 

 

      ____________________________________ 

      Title of Authorized Representative 

 

 

Instructions for Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility, and 

Voluntary Exclusion: 

 

1. By signing and submitting this agreement, the proposer is providing the 

certification as set below. 

 

2. The certification in this clause is a material representation of fact upon which 

reliance was placed when this transaction was entered into. If it is later 

determined that the proposer knowingly rendered an erroneous certification, in 

addition to other remedies available to the Federal Government, the department, 

or agency with which this transaction originated may pursue available remedies, 

including suspension and/or debarment. 
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ATTACHMENT D 

 

 

CERTIFICATION REGARDING LOBBYING 

 

 

The undersigned certifies, to the best of his or her knowledge and belief, that: 

 

1 No Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of 

the undersign, to any person influencing or attempting to influence an officer or 

employee of a federal agency, Member of Congress, an officer or employee of 

Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with the 

awarding of any Federal contract, the making of any Federal grant, the making of 

any Federal loan, the entering into of any cooperative agreement, and the 

extension, continuation, renewal, amendment, or modification of any Federal 

contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement. 

 

2 If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid 

to any person for attempting to influence an officer or employee of any federal 

agency, Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an 

employee of a Member of Congress in connection with this Federal or Federally 

assisted contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement, the undersigned shall 

complete and submit Standard Form – LLL, “Disclosure Form to Report 

Lobbying,” in accordance with its instructions. 

 

3 The undersign shall require that the language of this certification be included in 

the award documents of all tiers (including subcontracts, subgrants, and contracts 

under grant, loans, and cooperative agreements) and that all subrecipients shall 

certify and disclose accordingly. 

 

This certification is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed 

when this transaction was made or entered into. Submission of this certification is a 

prerequisite for making or entering into this transaction imposed by section 1352, title 

32,US Code. Any person who fails to file the required certification shall be subject to a 

civil penalty of not less that $10,000 and not more than $100,000 for each such failure. 

 

 

_________________________________ 

             (Name of Entity) 

 

 

______________________________________________ 

             (Name and Title of Authorized Official) 

 

 

________________________________________    ____________ 

 (Signature of above Official)             (Date) 
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ATTACHMENT E 

 
INTENT TO PERFORM AS A DISADVANTAGE BUSINESS ENTERPRISE (DBE) 

 

Project Title and Description: 

 

The undersigned intends to perform work in connection with the above project as (check one): 

 

______ Prime Contractor    _______ Subcontractor 

 

______ Joint Venture     _______ Other (please specify)____  

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

If applicable name of prime contractor or joint venture partner: 

 

 

The DBE status of the undersigned is confirmed by a DBE Certification from one or all of the 

following (please provide copy of current Certification Certificate): 

 

____ MRCC (Missouri Regional Certification Committee) 

 

____ KDOT 

 

____ MoDOT 

 

____ City of Kansas City Missouri 

 

____ Kansas City Area Transportation Agency (KCATA) 

 

____ Other (please specify) _________________________________________________ 

(MARC may require additional certification documentation) 

 

The undersigned is prepared to perform the following described work in connection with the 

above project (attach additional sheet in needed), 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________  

 

at the following price _______________ 

 

_____________   _____________________ 

Date     Name of DBE Firm 

      

     By:_____________________ 

     Signature of DBE Firm’s Authorized Representative 

 

    __________________________________________________ 
     (Please Print Names of Authorized Representative) 


